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Abstract:

Done by: Amal Rashid Al-Marshoudi

Yaqoob Salim Al-Aufi
Qualification: MA (Law)

BA (Law)

Supreme State Audit Institutions’ handling of
Research title: evidence

This research basically aims to clarify how supreme state audit institutions
handle evidence. It also aims to assess the auditor’s ability to use the
available audit materials stipulated in laws and regulations of the SAI in
which h/she works as an aim to present the neutral technical opinion as per
the international standards. The researches distributed a questionnaire to

121 Oman SAI members.

The first section identifies the definition of “evidence’ and states that there
are many types and characteristics that distinguish it from “presumption”
which is the lowest level of evidence. The auditor has to exert the required
professional care to obtain suitable and sufficient evidence to produce a

subjective and enforceable audit report in the light of the results.

Moreover, the research addresses evidence resources and its conditions.
This section concludes that it is important to adhere certain conditions to
obtain evidence. This will contribute in enhancing the quality, efficiency

and subjectivity of the audit reports.

The third section addresses the authenticity of the evidence and the
difficulty to obtain them. It concludes that the auditor must depend on
specific bases to differentiate among the evidence h/she uses at work and

to assess its authenticity. Auditing is not an easy task as many challenges



face the auditor when auditing topics that are of a high level of risks or

even those with medium or weak risk level.

The fourth section states the relationship between the evidence used in
auditing as well as the factors that affect its sufficiency and efficiency. The
researchers state that there is a direct relationship between the evidence and
the pursuant of the professional care. In addition, the same relationship
applies with the evidence and auditing risks. However, there is an inverse

relationship between the evidence and the internal audit system.

The fifth section addresses how Oman SAI deals with evidence via four
aspects: the evidence used at SAI, the methodology of assessing this
evidence, assessing SAI’s experience in using the evidence and assessing
the members on the way in which they can obtain this evidence from the
laws and regulations related to SAIL. The later was achieved by

distributing a questionnaire as mentioned above.

The questionnaire results are stated in the last section of the research.
Generally, the members’ use of this evidence as per the laws and
regulations was positive. However, this does not prevent the necessity of
training the members’ effectively in a way that contributes in enhancing
the quality of the reports through using the judicial authority materials
given to the as per SAI’s law. It is also important that they exert the
professional care to obtain evidence that support their reports. In addition,
they must be aware of the interim procedures as they are part of the judicial
authority commissioners’’ specializations as not to affect the authenticity

of the procedures they take towards the topic subject to audit.

To sum up, the recommendations of this research can be summarized in
the necessity of training the members, effectively to enable them to use
evidence properly and legally to build a trust with the entities subject to

audit as well as with Council of Shura (the Parliament) and encourage

C



them to use the international evidence standards at SAls in which they
work. Moreover, the training enables the members to amend the internal
laws to make them close to the work real environment which does not
allow the members to audit topics related to their spouses or their send

degree relatives.

The research concludes the necessity to amend the International
Standards to keep them up with the technological updates as the entities
subject to audit started using the electronic devices and modern
technology system to implement their jurisdictions. Violations and
embezzlement may be practiced by using these systems, therefore it is
necessary to have a system that regulates the process of obtaining the

electronic evidence.
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